
Proposed amendment to Council’s Constitution-     

The Council notes that:  

1. Public participation at Full Council and in Committee meetings should offer a meaningful 

opportunity for residents to engage with local democracy. Residents should be able to raise 

questions and share their views on matters discussed by Full Council and its Committees, and 

they should also be entitled to receive responses to their questions.  

2. The current Constitution does not guarantee that residents will receive answers to their 

questions and therefore residents may doubt whether the Council listens to and seriously 

considers their views and suggestions.      

3. In order to rectify this democratic deficiency and enhance the sense of accountability of Elected 

Members and Council Officers, this motion proposes that: 

a) Part 4 Council Procedure Rules, 10.3.5 is changed from ‘Any question shall be directed at 

the Leader of the Council or the chair of the relevant committee who may reply orally at 

the meeting, or in writing following the meeting or who may decline to reply; or who may 

ask an Officer so to reply on their behalf.’ to: ‘The Council values opinions and welcomes 

questions of the public. Should there be any questions directed at the Leader of the Council 

or the Chair of any Committee, they may reply orally at the meeting, or in writing 

following the meeting; or may ask an Officer so to reply on their behalf.’ 

b) Part 5 Committee Procedure Rules, 10.4.3. is changed from ‘Any question shall be directed 

at the Chair who may reply orally at the meeting, or in writing following the meeting or 

who may decline to reply; or who may ask an Officer so to reply on his or her behalf.’ to: 

‘The Council values opinions and welcomes questions of the public. Should there be any 

questions directed at the Chair, the Chair shall be obliged to reply orally at the meeting, or 

in writing following the meeting; or shall ask an Officer so to reply on the Chair’s behalf.’  

4. Furthermore, the Council’s present Constitution does not give sufficient weight and 

acknowledgement to the importance of petitions put forward by members of public. 

5. In order to rectify this democratic deficiency and enhance the sense of accountability of Elected 

Members and Council Officers, this motion proposes that: 

a. Part 4 Council Procedure Rules, 10.3.4 is changed from: ‘Any petition shall be received 

by the Mayor without response’’ to: Any petition shall be received by the Mayor, who 

will be obliged to acknowledge its receipt and will endeavor to respond in writing to its 

content. The Mayor may delegate the formal reply to the petition to an Officer.’ 

b. Part 5 Committee Procedure Rules, 10.4.2. is changed from ‘Any petition shall be 

received by the Chair without response’ to: ‘Any petition shall be received by the Chair, 

who will be obliged to acknowledge its receipt and will endeavor to respond in writing 

to its content. The Chair may delegate the formal reply to the petition to an Officer.’  

 


